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LABRADOR Retrievers are
the state’s naughtiest dogs,
risking their health by eating
poisonous nasties, new data
shows. 

The Animal Poisons
Helpline found the breed ac-
counted for more than one
in ten poisoning calls from
January to August, followed
by Border Collies (8 per cent
of calls) and Staffordshire
Bull Terriers (5.9 per cent). 

Rounding off the top 10
were Jack Russell terriers
(4.7 per cent), Golden Re-
trievers (4.3 per cent), Ger-
man Shepherds (4.3 per
cent), Australian Kelpies (4.3
per cent), French Bulldogs

(3.9 per cent), American
Staffordshire terriers (3.5 per
cent), and Miniature Dachs-
hunds (3.1 per cent).

Cross-breeds were not in-
cluded in the data set.

It has prompted a warn-
ing to Queenslanders to poi-
son-proof their homes to
ensure the curiosity of our
four-legged friends doesn’t
get the better of them. 

Brodifacoum, the active
ingredient in rodent baits,
was the most common toxin
in Queensland dog poison-
ings, involved in almost one
in ten calls to the Helpline.
Almost 5 per cent of dogs fell
victim to chocolate, while 3.3
per cent were poisoned by
fertiliser.

Insecticide Fipronil (3.1
per cent) which is found in
some tick and flea control
products for pets, and usual-
ly present in ant and cock-
roach treatments, and
common insect-killing
chemical synthetic Pyre-
throids (2.9 per cent) were
also among the top five tox-
ins.

Your Vet Online CEO
and Chief Veterinarian Dr
Leigh Davidson said brodifa-
coum, which can cause inter-
nal bleeding if ingested, and
chocolate were the biggest
concerns.

Dr Davidson said Fipronil
and Pyrethroids would gen-
erally only cause health
problems if consumed in

large quantities, or if a dog
was allergic to them. When
fertiliser poisonings were
raised, they were often cases
related to Blood and Bone
where the dog had got into
the bag and “gorged itself”.

“In this instance they
often show signs of gastroin-
testinal upset such as vomit-
ing and diarrhoea. Some
dogs also might develop
pancreatitis,” Dr Davidson
said.

She said she saw many
cases of dogs ingesting com-
post which can often develop
tremorgenic mycotoxins
(produced by fungi) as it
breaks down.
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Fungus-munching labradors are the state’s naughtiest dogs
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POOCH PERFECT?
Breeds ranked by calls 
for poisoning help
Labrador 11.7%
Border Collies 8%
Australian Kelpies 6.4%
Miniature Dachshunds 5.5%
American Staffordshire 
terriers 5.1%
Staffordshire Bull Terriers 4.4%
Beagles 3.5%
French Bulldogs 3.5%
Jack Russell terriers 3.5%
German Shepherds 3.1%

*Crossbreeds were not 
included in the data set.

ON THE southern half of Fra-
ser Island, surrounding the
well-hiked 90km Great Walk,
is an ancient rainforest where
giant satinay trees grow
straight from the sand to form
a canopy so thick that very lit-
tle light passes through. 

This is the Valley of the Gi-
ants. And it's where it’s believed
a hiker, missing since Thursday,
could be lost, with little chance
of being seen from above. 

Nutritionist Madeleine
Nowak (pictured) is an experi-
enced trail walker and was part
of a tour navigating the Great
Walk when she is believed to
have become lost. She was part
of an organised – but unguided
– tour when she became sepa-
rated from her fellow hikers.

Police were alerted when
the 73-year-old failed to make
it to a rendezvous point. She
managed to send out a text be-
fore her phone went flat. 

Ms Nowak, who had cloth-
ing, food and some water with
her, has been the subject of a
search by police and emergen-
cy services scouring the island
from air, land and sea. 

Searching resumed on Sat-
urday at first light.

Police Commissioner Kat-
arina Carroll said extensive re-
sources had been put into the
search but “sadly” there was
still no sign of Ms Nowak. 

“We’ve got a lot of SES and
parks (rangers) over there
searching,” she said.

“(It’s a) very dense area and
a very difficult search.”

Police – and friends of Ms
Nowak – have asked anyone
visiting Fraser Island to keep
an eye out for her. 

“Maddie, you are a strong,
vibrant and resilient person,”
one friend posted.
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